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Mission Statement

Physicians for a National Health Program believes that access to high-quality health care is 
a right of all people and should be provided equitably as a public service rather than bought and 
sold as a commodity.  The mission of PNHP is therefore to educate physicians, other health 
workers, and the general public on the need for a comprehensive, high-quality, publicly-funded 
health care program equitably accessible to all residents of the United States.  Equitable 
accessibility requires, in the view of PNHP, removal of the barriers to adequate health care 
currently faced by the uninsured, the poor, minority populations, and immigrants, both 
documented and undocumented.  

PNHP views this campaign as part of the campaign for social justice in the United States.  
PNHP opposes for-profit control, and especially corporate control, of the health system and 
favors democratic control, public administration, and single-payer financing.  PNHP believes this 
program should be financed by truly progressive taxation.  PNHP actively opposes current 
changes in the health care system that are designed to maximize the profits of investors and the 
incomes of high-level executives rather than to serve patients.  PNHP's goal is the restoration of 
what it views as the primary mission of physicians: acting as professional advocates for our 
patients. 

PNHP is an independent, non-partisan, voluntary organization.  PNHP's work is supported 
by members' dues and contributions, and by grants from progressive foundations; it accepts no 
funding from pharmaceutical companies or other for-profit entities.  PNHP organizes physicians, 
medical students, other health care workers, and the public in support of this program and 
promotes discussion of health policy in the U.S. through conferences, lectures, articles, and 
other methods.

###

PNHP was founded in 1987, has over two dozen chapters, and 9,500 members nationwide, 
and makes its headquarters in Chicago.  PNHP's proposals for reform have appeared in the New 
England Journal of Medicine (01/15/89) and the Journal of the American Medical Association 
(05/15/91, 12/04/91, and 09/13/94).  For more information about PNHP, see our website at 
www.pnhp.org, or contact our national office at (312) 782-6006 or pnhp@aol.com.


