The Fight for National Health Insurance Reopens

PNHP Fall Meeting, Philadelphia

Saturday, November 9, 2002


Wyndham Franklin Plaza Hotel




17th and Race Street




(215) 448 - 2000

Tentative Agenda:

8:00 a.m. 
Registration opens – coffee and bagels

9:00 

Welcome and Introductions 



“Why Incremental Reforms Won’t Solve the Health Crisis”

Dr. Don McCanne, PNHP President

“The Fight for National Health Insurance Reopens”

Dr. David Himmelstein

Harvard Medical School

10:00

“Panel of Reactants from the Labor Movement”




Moderator:  Dr. Quentin Young, National Coordinator, PNHP




Leo Gerard, President, United Steel Workers of America




Jim Weldon, Florida Electrical Workers Association




Representative, Labor Party

10:30 

break

11:00

Single-Payer Movements in the States:  Vermont, Oregon, etc.




Deb Richter, MD – Past President, PNHP   




Representative from Oregon



Other state/chapter reports (brief)

12:00

Luncheon and plenary speakers:  

“The fight to create and protect Canada’s national health program”

Shirley Douglas 

(Actress and Tommy Douglas’ daughter.  Tommy Douglas was the founding father of Canada’s single-payer system).


New threats to National Health Care Systems – globalization, privatization, 




the IMF, and health care  – “The case of Argentina” 



Dr. Carlos Trotta, cardiac surgeon, Argentina

1:30

Workshops



Workshop I – FAQ on NHI:  a special session for medical students




Led by and for medical students




With Drs. Claudia Fegan and David Himmelstein as mentors



Workshop II –  Getting Health Care Reform in the News




Dr. Rudy Mueller, author, “As Sick as it Gets” 




Woody Wilson, creator, “Rex Morgan, M.D.”




Kimberly Soenen, media relations, PNHP



Workshop III –  Financing NHI and Why Incrementalism Fails


(Tax credits, defined contribution schemes, etc) doesn’t work




Dr. Gordon Schiff

2:30

break

3:00

PNHP Policy and Strategy Session – Discussion of National Initiatives




Roundtable Discussion on state and national work



Suggestions for next steps by physicians, medical students




Comments by representatives of AMSA and SNMA



Presentation of the Dr. Quentin Young Health Activist Awards

5:30 

End


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

7:00 – 
2002 
Activist Physicians Dinner
tickets are $50 ($45 on-line)



Imperial Inn Restaurant



142-146 North 10th Street



Sponsored by Physicians Forum, PSR, PHR, SEIU, CIR, & AFSCME




PNHP and DGH

PNHP Board of Directors (only) Meeting:  8:00 a.m. to noon Sunday, November 9

