Granite State PNHP 
Minutes, October 23, 2019

Attending:

Ken Dolkart 

Camilla Jones (on phone)
Don Kollisch

Ahmed Kutty

Gary Sobelson

Susan Zlotnick-Hale

1. Introductions - none
2. Minutes
a. Don: I was impressed by Carter’s insight: “Take your table and talk to the Loudon Racetrack”

i. Ken: we could go to the Country Fairs

ii. Don: maybe, maybe not.

b. Don: I have not yet reached out to Tom Sherman

c. Camilla: I will reach out to Steve Rand when I get back to NH

d. Don: I will reach out to PNHP re: swag (buttons, bumper stickers, pens); perhaps I will then ask COLT & DONNOLLY
e. Susan: after I get a file of our logo I can order a Banner

i. Ken and Camilla: we will send what logos we have to Susan
ii. Susan: I will make sure that I find out which file format is needed, and will pass it along to David
iii. Don: I will contact David and let him know that some others – Susan, Ken, Ahmed - would like to assist with designing the banner.
f. Residency conferences
i. Concord FP Residency is interested in having Dr. Danielle Martin come from Canada
ii. DHMC Internal Medicine Residency

1. Ken: There might be a conference with the Primary Care Track, per Dr. Kieffer.  Stay tuned.

g. ACLU: Gary says it is not active

3. Legislative Affairs

a. Don: I haven’t heard back from Peter Schmidt

b. Don:  Jerry Knirk is interested in Medicaid public option

c. Don: I will reach out to Tom Sherman
4. National Perspectives

a. State Based Universal Health Care Act – Rep. Ro Khanna

i. Gary may consider asking Annie Kuster and Chris Pappas to be a co-sponsor

ii. Don: I can ask Tom Clairmont and Jim Fieseher to invite Rep Pappas to sign on

iii. Don: I will send soliciting letter to Gary
iv. Ahmed: I move that GS-PNHP support the SBUHCA

1. Unanimously approved

b. National Politics

i. The Debate was so disappointing.  

1. Ken: The conversation should have been: Do the American people have a hard time getting Medical care?
2. Susan and others: we need better sound bites

a. Don: the Democrats need better wordsmiths

ii. Gary: this election is so very important!!

iii. Gary: the EHR is not the villain; it is the corporatization of medical care

5. Speakers Bureau

a. Recent:

i. Don: I had a conversation with Sen. Michael Bennet (“Medicare X”).  It was impossible to budge him from his rigid thoughts

ii. Ken: I and a retired neurologist Brian Truax taught a 5-session OSHER course on Health Care Policy. 20 participants.  Ken will share their slides
iii. Ahmed: I am speaking with Mayor of Peterborough about coming up with a civic rational approach to the Town’s health insurance policy.  This may end up with a resolution favoring Single-Payer.   I will collect info and send it around.

1. Don: I will share info about the Public Citizen “Medicare for all” Resolution initiatives

b. Future

i. Gary: Joe Sestak tomorrow at NHMS
ii. Don: Tom Steyer at Colby-Sawyer on Saturday

iii. Ahmed: Liz Warren in Newport tomorrow

iv. Ahmed: library in Rindge in November

v. Ahmed: HOW WILL WE FIND MORE PLACES TO REACH OUT TO??
vi. Gary: Write letters to the Editor
1. Example: we should call out National issues in our local papers, e.g. that Liz Warren was being sniped in the debates

2. Don: will each of us pledge to write a letter over the next month or find a group to speak to!!
vii. Don: DHMC Pediatrics would like Margaret Flowers next early fall.
viii. Ken: we should be able to address Health Policy issues besides Single-Payer

6. Student issues: 

a. Don: no students will be attending the PNHP meeting

b. Don: SNaHP is not very active

c. Don: sumer internship.  Betty is going out of town this year

i. Ken: Marvin Malek may be starting a NNE Institute for Health Care Policy Education

ii. Ken: I will be considering how much of the Internship I can take on

7. Treasurer’s Report: $358.82 + $1910.00 = $2268.82
a. Gary: How about an NHPR sponsorship
b. Don: how about a PR firm for a logo and buzz-line
8. New Business

a. Camilla: can we discuss MC4A at Town Meeting, touching on town budget

i. Ahmed will present his experience in Peterborough

9. Annual Meeting: attending will be Rob and Ahmed
10.  Next meeting:  DECEMBER 4th
a. Don: I’ll send out a notice right now

