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Join the Campaign for Single-Payer

Universal Health Care

Pass the Health Care for All Ohioans Act!


Single-Payer Action Network Ohio (SPAN Ohio)

216-736-4766        

www.spanohio.org
Cincinnati SPAN

P.O. Box 19406, Cincinnati, OH 45219

513-281-3331

Cleveland SPAN

216-382-4597

Columbus SPAN

740-869-4674

Southeastern Ohio Single-Payer Action Network

740-592-1879

Toledo SPAN

419-244-1559

The Problem

The health care system in the U.S. is imploding. Premiums are shooting out of sight. People who have medical insurance are losing it or giving up coverage. Co-payments are escalating. As health care costs skyrocket, employers push more and more of the costs onto employees. It’s happening everywhere: Kroger, General Electric, Cincinnati Bell, federal employees, school teachers. Many people choose jobs based on whether health insurance is provided. Too many people stay in jobs they hate in order to keep health insurance. Forty-four million people have no coverage. Companies providing good benefits find it hard to compete against companies providing inadequate or no benefits.

Meanwhile, the government tries to cut off drugs from Canada and prohibits Medicare from negotiating cheaper drug prices.

As costs go up, quality goes down. The Institute of Medicine, a voice of the nation’s medical experts, says that the existing system is unsustainable due to failing quality and uncontrollable costs. Increasing calls for a fundamental overhaul are beginning to be heard from the medical establishment, as well as from other sectors of the population.

The Cause

The health care system is a giant bonanza for private investors. Pharmaceutical, hospital supply and medical insurance companies have been the most profitable sectors of business for 50 years. Managed care has discovered how to deliver less health care for more dollars through elaborate and costly administrative controls that restrict and starve the delivery of health care. Every insurer has a different set of rules. Health care providers are forced to create a huge counter-bureaucracy to negotiate benefits and prices, and to manage billing.
The U.S. is the only modern industrial country that does not have universal health care financed by an efficient single administrative structure. The Medicare part of the U.S. system spends 3% of total costs on administration compared with 30-40% through private insurance systems. U.S. per capita expenditure for health care is the highest in the world. Much of the care delivered to uninsured patients is emergency room care, which is too costly and too late. The practice of good medicine is corrupted. Preventive care is neglected.
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The Solution

What kind of coverage would the Health Care for All Ohioans Act provide? Every Ohioan would be guaranteed coverage for hospitalization, out-patient care, prescriptions, vision care, dental care, home care, mental health care, preventive care, emergency services, medically necessary care for all injuries and illnesses, and medical supplies. There would be no co-payments or deductibles. No one would be excluded from coverage because of pre-existing conditions or lack of employment.
Get private insurance out of health care. We must demand and get a single-payer universal health care system – as other industrial and even some third world countries already have. We need coverage for all residents funded by contributions from employers and businesses, and a tax structure in which the rich pay their fair share to preserve the health of those creating most of their wealth. Under this SPAN Ohio proposal, 91% of Ohio residents will experience no tax increase whatever. And the total cost will be less than what we’re spending now!

What about free choice? People will be free to go to any licensed provider who meets the standards for good health care delivery, and the system will maintain records documenting who provides competent care.

What about insurance workers and others who might be displaced by a change to the new system? Some will work in that new system. Some will be retrained. Some will go back to delivering medical care in a system no longer driven by private insurance companies specializing in nurse burnout. There will be a special fund for wage subsidies, retraining and placing displaced employees in jobs, with up to $60,000 per year available for up to two years for every displaced worker.

Pass a law for universal health care – the Health Care for All Ohioans Act -- in Ohio? It has to begin somewhere. In Canada, it started in the Province of Saskatchewan, where a party representing farmers and labor enacted a single-payer plan in 1961. It was so successful that it spread to all of Canada. In the U.S., women’s right to vote started in one state. Oregon and California had initiative ballots for single-payer but health care profiteers, spending millions and using scare tactics, managed to defeat the initiatives. However, times have changed. Sentiment has grown dramatically among all sectors of the population for a health care system that guarantees coverage for everyone. Let’s make Ohio the first state where the people win.

What We Can Do

1.
Fight health care costs:

Almost daily, labor contract disputes and strikes erupt over health care. This is happening because employers attempt to shift the escalating costs of health care onto their employees. Employers and employees alike are victims of runaway health care inflation. Some corporations like General Motors are already speaking of the need for a basic shift in how health care is delivered. The “Health Care for All Ohioans Act” would level the playing field for all Ohio employers because all would contribute to the state fund that pays the medical bills.

2.  
Make adoption of the Health Care for All Ohioans Act part of the 
political debate:

Enactment of the “Health Care for All Ohioans Act” should become a major issue in every campaign for public office in Ohio in the November election. All candidates should be urged to support this law for single-payer universal health care and put an end to corporate-dominated medicine in our state.

3.
Support the campaign to put the Health Care for All Ohioans Act on the 
ballot:

A two-step initiative petition campaign is now underway in Ohio. Detailed language directing the Ohio Legislature to implement a single-payer system has been written by a committee of health care providers and representatives of unions, faith groups and community organizations, with expert legislative and legal assistance. Be part of the next stage of the campaign and join the effort to collect 97,000 valid signatures from counties throughout Ohio. Write or call SPAN to get involved.

Single-Payer Universal Health Care — Today Ohio, tomorrow the nation!

Web sites on single-payer:

www.spanohio.org  - Single-Payer Action Network Ohio (SPAN Ohio)

www.pnhp.org – Physicians for a National Health Program (PNHP)

www.amsa.org/hp/uhcinitiative.cfm - American Medical Student Association (AMSA)

www.workingtv.com/damagedcare.html - Dr. Linda Peeno Speech, Damaged Care

www.everybodyinnobodyout.org
Endorsers (as of August 1, 2004) of the campaign to get the Ohio General Assembly to act without delay to pass publicly funded universal health care guaranteeing coverage for all Ohioans:

HEALTH CARE COMMUNITY
James W. Agna, M.D. 

Mary A. Agna, M.D.

American Medical Student Association, Ohio State University Chapter

Gina Angiola, M.D.

Chris Babcock, R.N.

Rachel M. Baker, M.D. 

Holly Barrows, M.D.

Stephen Beck, M.D.

Michael Bissell, M.D., Ph.D, MPH

Renee Bohannon, R.N. 

Jeanette N. Boraby, R.N., B.S.N.
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Barbara I. Delarwelle, R.N.

Clarence A. DeLima, M.D., D.A.B.P.N., D.P.M. 

Teri Dew, R.N.

John Ditraglia, M.D. 

Frances Dostal, R.N.

Gaby El-Khoury, M.D. 

Alice Faryna, M.D.

James Foley, L.P.T. (Physical Therapist)

Amasa B. Ford, M.D. 

Constance Fox, M.D.
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Elizabeth Frost, M.D.
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Rakesh Gupta, M.D.

Christopher T. Haas, M.D.
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Marilyn Huheey, M.D.

Wendy Johnson, M.D., Community Health Director Department of Public Health, City of Cleveland 

Erick A. Kauffman, M.D.

Kristopher Keller, DC, DABCO

John H. Kennell, M.D.

Heidi Kreidler, R.D., L.D.

Sophia Kwiatkowski, R.N.
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Dena Magoulias, M.D. 

Jan Maiocco, C.R.N.P., Associate Medical Director 

FAITH & SOCIAL ACTION 


Camus Society


Cincinnati Interfaith Committee for Worker Justice


Contact Center - Ohio Empowerment Coalition


Episcopal Diocese of Ohio


Greater Cincinnati Coalition for the Homeless


Northeast Ohio American Friends Service Committee 


Northeast Ohio Coalition for the Homeless (NEOCH)


Rural Action


Single-Payer Action Network Ohio (SPAN Ohio)


Social Justice Committee, First Unitarian Universalist


  Church of Columbus


Rev. Les Stansbery


Stop Targeting Ohio’s Poor


The Peace With Justice Project


Tri-County Independent Living Center


Universal Health Care Action Network of Ohio


  (UHCAN Ohio)


Women for Racial and Economic Equality 


Women Speak Out for Peace and Justice


Workmen’s Circle Educational Center








POLITICAL ENTITIES & INDIVIDUALS


John Agenbroad, Mayor of Springboro


Dan Brady, Ohio State Senator


Sherrod Brown, U.S. Representative


Cleveland City Council


Cleveland Heights City Council


Cuyahoga County Board of Commissioners


Robert F. Hagan, Ohio State Senator


Jefferson Village Council


Stephanie Tubbs Jones, U.S. Representative


Dennis Kucinich, U.S. Representative


Lakewood City Council


Dale Miller, Ohio State Representative


Ohio Green Party


Ohio State Labor Party


Olmsted Township


Painesville Township Board of Trustees


C.J. Prentiss, Ohio State Senator


Seven Hills City Council 


Michael Skindell, Ohio State Representative


South Euclid City Council


Village of Newburgh Heights


Windham Village Council


Claudette Woodard, Ohio State Representative





Clip & Mail


□ I will help gather signatures on the petition to put the Health Care for All Ohioans Act on the ballot in Ohio.





Name: ___________________________________________________________________________





Address: _________________________________________________________________________





City: ____________________________________________	 Zip: ____________________________





County:___________________________________________________________________________





Phone (H) ________________________________ (W) ____________________________________





Email:____________________________________________________________________________





□ Enclosed is my contribution of $_________





Please make checks payable to SPAN Ohio. Send to SPAN Ohio, c/o GCIU Local 546M, 3227 West 25 St., Cleveland, OH 44109. (Contributions to SPAN are not tax deductible) 








It’s time to do something about the health care crisis—


Get the insurance companies out of medicine!








