


Granite State PNHP
Agenda/Minutes 
January 22, 2024 – Zoom

Attending:
Jim Fieseher
Don Kollisch
Ahmed Kutty

1. Introductions 
2. Minutes from December 11
3. Chapter activities
a. NH Legislature 
i. “Guaranteed issue” bill in the NH Legislature for people who voluntarily leave an MA plan
1. Meeting with NH Insurance – Ken, Rep. LaMontagne, Rep. Nagel and Jenn Coffey
2. Ahmed: 2 Peterborough Reps are interested in joining as sponsor
3. Jim: I sent copy of the bill to Seacoast activists.  My comments:
a. Guarantees the right to pick up a Medigap Plan for people currently on Medicare Advantage and would like to switch back to Traditional Medicare. 
b. Provides Medigap plans to be provided for new members switching from Medicare Advantage to obtain Medigap plans at the community rate. 
c. Links insurers providing Medigap plans with their ability to provide Medicare Advantage plans (keeps them from withdrawing from Medigap plans altogether).
d. Jim: Rep. Lamontagne thinks that the bill will be going to Commerce.   I will clarify with Rep. Lamontagne.
e. Don: Peter Schmidt will identify sympathetic Commerce Committee members for us to lobby
ii. ?other relevant NH bills – we do not know of any
b. Public education events
i. Jim Fieseher giving a talk to Riverwood Seniors next month about MA
c. Letters to the Editor and other postings 
i. Ahmed: has submitted a letter about the UHC- CEO murder; not yet accepted.  Ref song “Pink Boy Floyd” by Woody Guthrie
d. Heal Medicare – fighting Medicare Advantage
i. Asking our congressional reps to sign a letter holding MA accountable
1. All: ask reps only to sign the accountability letter
a. Not ask them to sponsor MC4A; that requires a whole other level of commitment
b. Don’t ask them to no sign the industry’s pro-MA letter; it might not be coming around and this just muddies the water
2. All: in the letter, ask for a meeting with the reps or staff
3. We reviewed the letter, but not in detail. 
a. Jim: it is pretty long and detailed!  Shorter might be better
4. Jim: Are Senators going to be asked to sign the MA-accountability letter, as well as Representatives?   
a. Don: I will ask Mandy
5. Don: let’s have the Steering Committee sign the letter, with “District 1 or 2” in (parentheses)
6. Jim: I can get a few MD’s from District 1
ii. Asking for a meeting with our congressional representatives.
1. Don: has not yet heard back from Goodlander’s staff about a meeting.
iii. Potential partners
1. Lake Sunapee VNA; Jim Culhane may eventually get the home health trade group
2. Report from Don’s recent meeting with Matt Houde re: DH experience with MA
a. Matt read the letter closely (he is an attorney) and thinks it is excellent; he finds the details to be  compelling
b. DH thinks that MA is bad for patients, bad for the hospital and probably bad for Medicare
c. DH will speak against MA to the congressional delegation when they come for their regular (?annual?  ?biannual?) visit.   [image: Angel face outline with solid fill]
d. DH will probably not want to sign our letter, both because making a decision like that is quite a complex process and because they will certainly not ask our Congressional delegates to sponsor MC4A
e. DH is trying to determine its  own current leverage, now that a number of Insurance Companies have pulled their MA plans from the NH market.
iv. Jim: if penetration of MA in NH is low, then that is an added reason for Guaranteed issue – more choice!
1. Ahmed: could the hospitals be engaged to support this?
2. All: can Matt Houde bring influence of DH - ?and other hospitals? – to NHHA?
4. Northern New England Internship 2025
a. All: we favor the chapter sponsoring a student.
5. Geisel SNaHP Chapter – no report
6. New Business
a. Jim: looking for an orthopedist who can testify about dangers of artificial turf
i. Don: Gary Woods or Jerry Knirk might be able
7. Treasurer’s Report - $935.03
8. Next Meeting – February 26,2025
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