Granite State PNHP
Agenda/Minutes
January 28 – Zoom only

Attending:
Mary Behnke, President, NH Nurses Association
Pam DiNapoli, Past-President, NH Nurses Association
Ken Dolkart
Jim Fieseher
Kay Hillinger
Don Kollisch

Agenda
1. Introductions
2. Minutes from Nov/Dec meeting approved as submitted
3. Chapter activities
a. NH legislation – “Resolution” bill being submitted by Jess LaMontagne, Dover, directing our congressional delegation
· Good testimony from Jim, Ken, Jess, and an old guy we didn’t know
· Will be voted in Executive.
b. Collaboration with Nursing and Nurse-Practitioner Colleagues
· Mary: Commission on Government Affairs is active.  That group discusses NH state bills to advocate for
· Pam: Nurses are not inclined to join a union (e.g. NNU)
· Mary: Nurses can, as individuals, support Single-Payer efforts
· Pam: we can reach out to Kim Mohan (NP organization)
· Mary: We can invite 2 PNHP folk to attend a commission meeting (last Tues evening 5:30-7).   Perhaps to attend regularly.  And NH-PNHP will add to our list-serv any Nurses who’d like
· Mary: what other issues does NH-PNHP engage?
1. Ken: Guaranteed issue of Medicare supplemental insurance if dropped by a Medicare Advantage plan
2. Ken: oppose consolidation of hospitals
3. Don: public education of community groups.
c. Letters to the Editor and other postings
· Randy Hayes, Oge Young, and Ken Dolkart had op-ed in the Concord Monitor
· Don: anticipate radio piece by the Public News Service; reporter interviewed me yesterday
1. https://app.publicnewsservice.org/story/nh-lawmakers-consider-medicare-for-all-bill-as-health-care-costs-spike/526a5c1b-b74a-405b-9b56-c253b1d998b9
4. SNaHP (Med Student) activities – no report
5. New business
1. Ken: the Student Internship for 2026 is active
1. 17 applicants, so far
2. Motion to spend $1500 of Chapter funds to sponsor an intern
1. Seconded and approved unanimously.
2. Don: I will notify PNHP national to transfer those funds
2. Ken: health staffer (and legislative director) from Rep. Goodlander’s office is now Audrey Smith, who hope to meet with Ken the week of February 16
6. Treasurer’s report: ~$850
7. Next meeting: February 25
