Granite State PNHP
Agenda/Minutes
October 22, 2025 – Zoom only

Attending:
Lin Brown
Ken Dolkart
Jim Fieseher
Kay Hillinger
Don Kollisch
Ahmed Kutty
Karishma Manzur (guest)

Agenda
1. Introductions
a. Kay: tomorrow attending a meeting with Michael Calderwood, DHMC Quality, about Health Care Financing
2. Minutes from September 24 
3. Chapter activities
a. NH legislation – Bill being submitted by Jess LaMontagne, Dover
1. Jim: bill asks NH Congressional Delegation to advocate for Single-Payer
2. Jim: bill will hopefully go to HHS; meetings will begin in February
3. Jim: in advance of hearing, we can reach out to all Committee members, starting with the Dems
4. Ken: med students will be interested in testifying
b. Trying to convince National PNHP to be more public, by joining with other organizations (AAFP, AAP, ACP, etc) to publish an ad in major newspapers “America’s Doctors urge repair of the broken Health System”
1. Don: Ken Snyder has not yet brought it to the PNHP Exec Committee
2. Jim: Having such an effort  in only one state, e.g. NH, is not powerful enough
3. Ken: we can coordinate asking about this at the National Meeting
4. Don: I will ask Ken S. if it can be discussed at the National Meeting
5. Ahmed: letter should come from coalition, including specialty societies
6. Jim: coalitions are needed to keep Trump regime from picking us off, one by one
c. PNHP/Kent Street Coalition project – Simultaneous demonstrations in Concord and Lebanon –  calling attention to Trump administration taking a sledgehammer to public financing of health care and to Public Health
1. Ken: decimation of ACA premium support, as well as loss of Medicaid, will have dramatic dire effect on health care all over the state, including at hospitals.   Each state can ameliorate this to some extent.
2. Ken: of 180,000 people on Medicaid, including Nursing Home residents and 80,000 going to lose ACA support
3. Ken: Kent Street Coalition is trying to save Medicaid, and has spoken with NM Medical Society.
4. Ken: Plan for simultaneous demonstrations by Doctors, Health Care Workers, and others in Concord and Lebanon.  Demo to be away from Hospitals, but in a public place.
1. Lebanon: access road to DHMC off of 120 or exit 18 off of 89.
2. Concord: Statehouse
5. Ken: let’s choose a date in November, perhaps while Gov’t is still shutdown.  The demos in Concord and Lebanon could be on different days.
1. Time: perhaps 10am -1pm
6. Jim: not sure that a group of retired doctors on a street corner will effect change.  It’d be a lot more powerful to have a rally – not a protest – at the hospital itself
7. Ahmed: Medicare is also at risk from the Big Billionaire’s bill
8. Kay: I like the idea of sending a message to patients/citizens
9. Lin: it could be powerful to have the Valley News and Daybreak there
10. Ken: I have gotten good feedback from health professionals
11. Ken – what time?
1. Ken 10-12
2. Ahmed 11-1
12. Ken – Date?
1. Ken – how about a Wednesday?  11/12, 14, 19
13. Ken: the ask will be for the State of NH to ameliorate, as much as possible the damage of Medicaid and ACA/Stipend cuts
14. Jim and Everyone: this should be a Rally for Health Care, not a protest against the Feds
15. Ken: we need signs.  Perhaps get a banner ($25-135)
16. Ken: promote this to our colleagues – doctors, nurses, social workers 
17. Don: we’ll need a hand-out
18. Don: I move we spend up to $200 for a banner; seconded and passed
d. Ken: there w
4. Guest: Karishma Manzur, candidate for Democratic nominee for US Senate from NH – introduction by Kay
a. Kay: Karishma is a PhD in microbiology
b. Karishma: 
1. Motivated by fighting against Big Money in Medicine
2. Working with “Open Democracy”
3. The US is becoming a “war economy”
4. “I come from peace, democracy, and fighting big money”
5. In favor of Universal Health Care
6. “I am confident that I can win primary over Chris Pappas”
1. He has taken PAC money
2. He is not in favor of Universal Health Care
7. “I am now on the Democratic Party rules committee and my county committee, so can get better Name recognition’.  Going to all towns/cities.
c. Ahmed: your background as a scientist is unique
1. Karishma: my PHD and post-doc were supported by NIH; I will speak for research (NSF, NIH, others)
d. Ken: Steve Marchand has documented that “Health Care” is the second-most important issue for NH residents.  What tools can you use to put this on the screen of mainstream Democrats?
e. Jim: how can you resonate with the entire NH electorate in the general?
1. Among other things, focus on the young, as well as left-leaning independents and democrats
f. Karishma: we will only need ~$3million.  “Let People Live – Support universal health Care” yard signs.  No big money
5. PNHP Annual meeting – Nov. 1-3
6. New business
a. Ahmed: I have a box of materials, including products from John Swartz and Camilla Jones, as well as DVD’s
7. Treasurer’s report: ~$935
8. Next meeting:  December 10

