Granite State PNHP
Agenda/Minutes – Combined November/December
December 11, 2024– Zoom

Note: Today’s meeting took place back-to-back with the monthly meeting of NH Health Care Action Group (Seacoast) to enable members of both groups to network.


NHHCAG meeting:
1. Attending: Tia, Lisa, Dixon, Michael
2. Discussion of screening the film American Hospitals.   Michael Sullivan concerned that some of the issues are dated.
3. Discussion of posting on Web-site and Facebook page

Attending:
Ken Dolkart
Laurie Harding
Kay Hillinger
Rob Kiefner
Donald Kollisch
Ahmed Kutty
Thomas Lane
Peter Mason
Bill Palmer
Dixon Turner

1. Introductions 
2. Minutes from October 23 - Accepted
3. Report from the Annual meeting of National PNHP in Chicago last month
a. Ahmed: Rep. Jayapal’s talk was accurate and not-depressing
b. Don: Saturday afternoon focus on organizing methods and skills was not great.  Lots of focus on medical students.
4. Chapter activities
a. Guaranteed issue bill in the NH Legislature
i. Ken: PNHP hasn’t been included in planning the bill until this week.
1. There will be a meeting with NH Insurance Dept this Friday
ii. Laurie: consider adding Jim Culhane to discussions and/or sharing the Elder Forum discussion on MA
1. Don: I will post link to the MA talk on the list-serv
iii. Ken: is the Insurance Dept getting pressure from hospitals, as well as VNA about MA underpaying?
1. Bill: I will check in with Matt Houde
iv. Rob: if the bill passes, might people bounce between MA and TM?
1. Ken: probably not, but we can ask the other states who have had guaranteed issue
v. Ken: will post an update on the list-serv after the bill matures
b. Public education events
i. Kay: spoke with Volunteers at DHMC hospice/palliative care
c. Letters to the Editor and other postings
i. Dixon: op-ed about MA in Seacoast Newspapers
ii. Ken: Op-ed about LTC in TM in Valley News
5. National Issues
a. Heal Medicare – fighting Medicare Advantage
b. Murder of UHC-CEO
i. Rob: a pie in the face would have been better than murder
ii. Don: we condemn violence and we condemn the systemic violence of Commercial Insurance
iii. Ken: physicians should/could organize a day of action by calling in sick and stopping elective services
1. Don: I will contact National with that suggestion
2. Peter: can we have the NHHA and NHMS and other organizations  address this together?
3. Ken and Bill: the ACP has the potential to organize with the other physician specialty groups.
a. Bill: I will speak with Kent
6. Geisel SNaHP Chapter – no report
7. New Business
a. Dual meeting format
i. Ken: if we can set up an agenda towards a common goal, such as a conference, that’d make it worthwhile
ii. Dixon: Good to have moral support
8. Treasurer’s Report - $935.03
9. Next Meeting – January 22,2025

