Granite State PNHP 
Minutes, December 4, 2019

Attending:

Ken Dolkart 

Jim Fieseher

Camilla Jones (phone)

Rob Kiefner

Don Kollisch

Ahmed Kutty

Cosy Santiago (phone)

Brittany Shannahan (phone) – Public Citizen liaison

Sean Uiterwyk (phone)
Susan Zlotnick-Hale

1) Introductions

2) Minutes from October 23 accepted

3) Report from Annual Meeting – Rob

a) Medical students added a lot

b) Panelists and new slides both powerful

c) Wendell Potter’s term “disintermediation” means getting Insurance companies out of the process

i) Don: I will reach out again to Wendell Potter and his handlers to consider arrange a visit

d) Adam Gaffney did a terrific job

e) Ahmed: I participated in the Public Citizen workshop

f) Rob: Deb Richter reminds us that business leaders don’t respond to “Health Care is a Human Right”
4) Legislative Affairs

a) State

i) Don: neither Sen. Sherman nor Rep. Schmidt; Rep. Knirk has a Medicaid Public Option bill

b) National

i) Both the Warren and Sanders campaigns have asked for Physicians to participate in their campaign.  

ii) Ahmed: yes, we can do this as individuals, not as representatives of PNHP [a 501(c)3]

iii) Don: I will ask Mike Padmore to see if the NHMS would sponsor meetings with representatives of the Warren and Sanders campaigns to present their health plans at the NHMS office.

iv) Ahmed: what ideas do you have for me to use when asking a question at an up-coming Warren rally?
(1) Rob: “what are the drawbacks of the Public option”

(2) Ken: “How do we deal with the adverse effects of Medicare Advantage”

5) Public Citizen “Town Meeting Warrant Article” project
a) Brittany: we will be also working with “Rights and Democracy” as well as PNHP
b) Brittany: 25 cities, including the Los Angeles, Philadelphia, and Bethlehem (PA) recently passed the resolution

c) Camilla/Ahmed: consider a “Whereas” that relates to saving Premium costs for town and school district employees

d) Ahmed: I spoke with Peterborough selectmen, and they are in favor of having a Warrant article.  They spend $900,000 for premiums for 59 employees.
e) Don: Brittany has an additional suggested Whereas: “WHEREAS, the never-ending rising costs of health care add challenges to our already strapped municipal budget and our small businesses, which keep our communities thriving” which can be word-smithed.  Ahmed and Ken will manage the word-smithing. 
f) Jim: I suggest you use the phrase that health care costs account for “Significant” or “major portion” (often 30%) of the town budget

g) Cosy: Town of Rumney pays 90% of premium only for full-time employees; therefore they are struggling to find part-time employees

h) Brittany: it is very important to find out from the Town Clerk for important information, such as the number of signatures and the final date of submission

i) Brittany: I hope to come to NH to help on-the-ground, e.g. to help get signatures.

j) Brittany: the more towns, the better.   Even just 6 towns would send a message.   It is more of a “spirit” game than a numbers game.  We also have a soft goal of helping community groups collaborate, e.g. DSA and RaD.

k) Don: we will really need to mobilize our membership beyond the core and steering Committee.

6) Speakers Bureau

a) Letters to Editor: Concord Monitor (many), Portsmouth (Tom Clairmont), Peterborough and Concord (Ahmed, pending)

b) Recent

i) Ken: Goffstown Democrats – 25-30 people, very engaged

ii) Rob Kiefner and Randy Hayes were interviewed by Ari Shapiro “M4A vs. Public Option” which will be aired on ATC on NPR next week.

c) Future

i) Bedford Democrats – sometime
7) Upcoming visit of Dr. Danielle Martin (author of “Better Now”)  to UNH, ?Seacoast, ?Dartmouth, in late April or early May, 2020.
a) Rob: I’ll reach out to Lucy to see about inviting Adam Gaffney to a common panel

b) Jim: I’ll reach out to Tom re: Seacoast

c) Don: I’ll reach out to Dartmouth
8) Student Issues

a) Ken: I will coordinate activities/meetings on the NH side

b) Ken: I will not be able to recruit, and Betty will not do as much

i) Ken: I will recruit from Geisel SNaHP

ii) Don: I will get you the leaders’ names
c) Ken: I will write a grant again.

9) Treasurer’s Report - $2,268.82

10)  BANNERS: 
a) Susan: I will work to get the banner ordered after it is designed
b) Cosy: David and I will work on the banner design
c) NH, not “Granite State” PNHP

d) Include “Improved Medicare for All”

11) New business

a) Swag: Don has ordered 100 buttons and 50 stickers

i) Rob: I can order logo penlights 
b) Ken: Let’s use Facebook; we get 2-3 visits/day

12) Next meeting: January 29
