Granite State PNHP
Agenda/Minutes 
February 26, 2024 – Zoom

Attending:
Ken Dolkart
Jim Fieseher
Don Kollisch
Ahmed Kutty
Gary Sobelson

1. Introductions 
2. Minutes from January 22
3. Chapter activities
a. “Guaranteed issue” bill HB774 in the NH Legislature for people who voluntarily leave an MA plan
1. Don and Ken attended meetings with the Insurance Department, as well as the bill sponsors (Lamontagne and Nagel) and Jenn Coffey
2. Jim, Ken and Ahmed attended the hearing.  Chairman Hunt was more engaged than in previous hearings
3. Council on Aging and NHMS spoke in favor
4. Result: likely to be voted: “retained in committee”, pending more data from the Insurance Dept.  regarding experience of other states that offer community rating, including premiums, availability of insurers, and range of coverage (i.e. different types)
5. This is probably a “win”, but might push more seniors into MA if premiums are higher
6. Jim: there were a number of Commerce members who did not attend, so the outcome is hard to anticipate
7. Ken: I will f/u with Jess Lamontagne to find out what the next steps are how we can help.  [I will cc: Jim]
8. Gary: Dave Nagel says: bill will likely be retained, as it needs a lot more work, which means it must be “reported out in the first few days of the second year of the biennium”
9. Gary: on the calendar a Sub Committee for HB 774 is sched for Mar 4 and Executive Session on Mar 5.  (Various of us on this call are available on those two days)
b. Reaching out to the NH Congressional Delegation
1. The asks:
1. Sign the “Anti-MA” letter
2. Meet with us
2. Ken: I heard back initially from Shaheen’s Chief of Staff, but have not had any subsequent communication.   Will let everyone know if/when I do.
3. Jim:  I will send the letter to Chris Pappas, including a couple of other District 1 doctors as signatories.
4. Don: I will send it to Maggie Goodlander with the e-mail address I have, and ask for a meeting
c. Public education events
1. Jim: will be speaking to Riverwood residents in the future, more about the cost of Health Care, rather than MA vs. TM
d. Letters to the Editor and other postings
1. Rob Kiefner published recently in the Concord Monitor
2. Ken Dolkart published in the Seacoast Online
4. National Issues
4. Medicaid Funding
1. Gary: there will be a lot of rallying in NH, as we have a trigger that will throw 100,000 people off the Medicaid roles
4. Gary: is PNHP shifting at all for the next two years?
2. Ken: United Health Care is “taking a beating” right now
2. Ken: might PNHP promote efficiency with Single Payer
4. Jim: Project 2025 will privatize Medicare
4. Geisel SNaHP Chapter – no report
5. New Business
a. Chapter management/guidance
1. Ken: stay the course right now
2. Gary: the house is burning, and we need to support each other
6. Treasurer’s Report - $935.03
7. Next Meeting – March 26,2025

