Granite State PNHP
Agenda/Minutes 
May 28, 2025 – Zoom

Attending
Lydia Borsi, GSM1
Ken Dolkart
Jim Fieseher
Donald Kollisch
Ahmed Kutty
Jonathan Ross



I. Introductions - 
II. Minutes from March 26, 2025 – accepted, with date corrected
III. Chapter activities
A. Bills in the NH Legislature – follow-up
a.     Ken: Guaranteed issue bill was ITL’d
b.     Jim: Anti-vax bills’ progress is distressing
c.     Ken/Jim: according to local reps,  citizens’ response to bills is overwhelmingly progressive.
d.     Jim: a national “young republican” group funds many NH Republican legislators’ campaigns
B. Reaching out to the NH Congressional Delegation 
      1. Asking the Reps and Senators to sign the “Regulate-MA” letter
              Don: ask Mandy if any signed
      2. Meeting with Rep. Chris Pappa – attended by Don, Ahmed, Ken, Gary, Jim
              Ken: meeting was cordial.  We did not focus on MC4A, but rather protecting Traditional Medicare.   Pappas did seem to listen, but no commitment to Universal Health Care Access.  In particular he acknowledged the risk by MA
              Don: I will write to Pappas, Laura, and Drew, thanking Pappas for time, ask him if we can continue to talk about signing next year’s letter, attach talking points (which Ken will send Don), and offering our group to be a resource for him.
C. Public education events – Jim working on another presentation at River Woods
    Ken and Don giving a talk next week to Geriatric group about MA
    Jim: Please post .ppt’s
D. Letters to the Editor and other postings
E. other
IV. Northern NE Medical Student Internship – Ken Dolkart
    Ken: 17 students (Texas, Calif).  May split into 2 cohorts.  Each get $1500 stipend
            All zoom
            Using “flipped curriculum” format.  Presentations will be available on YouTube
            Many national speakers
            Interns will study global systems
            
VI. Geisel SNaHP Chapter –  Lydia
        Lydia is going to be on the National SNaHP Board
        Geisel chapter not very active this past year
        Next year, will gather students interested in Advocacy (some overlap with students in “PrideMD” group) for Lunch talks. Possible Concord visit with New Futures.
        Do not expect much about insurance in Pts & Population course
        Consider hosting an Enrichment Elective
V. National Issues – how can we best navigate and network?   What is the role for NH-PNHP?  
        Ahmed: yes, all politics is local
        Jim: Yes, we have to keep pressure on NH citizens to vote
        Jonathan: Do we have a score-card on our Reps’ voting on progressive health issues?   Don: PNHP does not, but there might be an organization such as Public Citizen that does “keep score.   Ahmed: “Health Care Now” may do so; I’ll check
        Jim: if a Legislator doesn’t score well, do we not vote for them, e.g. Jean Shaheen?
        Ken: we have to do 2 things at one time: Preserve Democracy and improve health care
        Ahmed: we need to push our legislators from the Left, or they’ll stay in the middle
1.Medicaid Funding Slashing
      Ken: will impact low-income Seniors, as well
      Ahmed: ACA exchange insurance buyers will lose coverage
2. Gutting of CMS, HHS, CDC, FDA
3. Re-introduction of MC4A in both houses

VII. New Business?
        Jonathan: Please publicize the June 14 action
VIII. Treasurer’s Report - $935.03
IX. Next Meeting – June 25
 

