Granite State PNHP 
Minutes, September 25, 2019

The Mouse House

Attending:
Ken Dolkart 
David Ecklein

Carter Hale

Camilla Jones (by phone)
Rob Kiefner

Don Kollisch

Ahmed Kutty

Cosy Santiago

Vid and Annie Valdmanis

Susan Zlotnick-Hale
1. Minutes of August meeting 

a. Don: missing!

b. Everyone: forgiven!

2. Legislative Affairs

a. Don: Phone meeting with Jerry Knirk and Mike Padmore.

i. Jerry is sponsoring a bill for a Committee to study Medicaid Public Option

ii. Don is to reach out to Tom Sherman for advice re: a potential bill in the Senate

b. We do not know if Peter Schmidt is sponsoring any related bills 

c. Ahmed: Dan Feltes (candidate for Dem governor) says “Universal Health Care is a right for all

d. David: PNHP should focus on “firing up the public”

3. Speakers Bureau

a. Ideas and comments

i. Ken: National media is raising awareness

1. “People” are disgusted with premiums and drub costs

2. Perhaps link this discussion to other state issues, e.g. FMLA

ii. Carter: go to where the people are who are not yet SP supporters, e.g. the Loudon Racetrack

iii. Cosy: Ask Town select boards to host healthcare forums

1. Don: the “Public Citizen” MC4A Resolutions is promoting this

iv. Susan: how much are towns paying for health insurance for town workers and teachers

1. Rob: Tom Clairmont collected this data for Portsmouth

2. Susan: Politicians want stories

a. Don: RaD is collecting stories

3. Susan: show what the myths are and dispel them

v. Don: consider going to the Grange!

vi. Ken: Go to Apple Festivals

vii. Camilla: we need national ads

b. Recent: NH Democratic Convention

i. Ken/others: more than 100 people came to our table

ii. Ken: I spoke with Pete Buttigieg, who was very thoughtful and well-spoken

iii. Ahmed: I spoke with Kamala Harris

c. Future

i. Ahmed: only one person came to a gathering at Lake Sunapee

ii. Ahmed: I will resume setting up Library talks
iii. Ahmed: I will be at an Elizabeth Warren event
iv. Don: I will try to contact Amy Kobuchar about an Upper Valley house party
v. Rights and Democracy is hosting a Presidential Forum on October 13
1. Update: this event cancelled as of 10/9/19

d. Swag

i. Susan: we need buttons and pens and bumper stickers!

ii. Don: I will look into buying some.

4. Steering Committee election

a. Slate offered: Ken, Rob, Don, Ahmed

b. Unanimously voted “Yes” by the 8 vote-eligible members present (including Camilla on the phone)

5. Studnets

a. Don: SNaHP leaders may attend the PNHP Annual meeting.

i. Ahmed/Rob/others: yes, we’ll support them

6. Treasurer’s report:

a. Don: $358 in the account.  I will ask National for more.
7. Membership:

a. Someone: consider routinely inviting Spouses to our meetings

b. Rob: Recruit residents

i. Rob: I will ask Dom Geffen (FP Residency Director) if we can do a conference

ii. Ken: I will ask Hilary Ryder (IM Residency Director) if we can do a conference on comparative health care systems

8. Old Business

a. Susan: what’s up with the link with NH-ACLU

i. Don: I’ll ask Gary.

9. New Business – none

10. Next meeting:  October 23, 2019 at usual time and place

