Granite State PNHP 
Agenda, January 24, 2019
1. Introductions

2. Minutes from December 26, 2019
3. Legislative Affairs

1. The 2019 NH Legislative season 
1. HB604, the "Commission for Health Care for All" bill
2. HB697, the "Single Payer in NH" bill
3. HB 180, the "NE States Compact" bill
4. HB277, the "Public Option" bill
5. Others
2. Meetings with staff from Senator Shaheen and Senator Hassan
3. Potential changes in HR676 (Primila Jayapal) and S1804 (Bernie Sanders)

4. Speakers Bureau
1. Portsmouth meetings - Tom Clairmont
2. Others
3. Future
5. Medicare-for-All "Barnstorms" - National Nurses United - Feb 9-13
1. Claremont, Feb 12
2. Keene, Feb 10
3. Cambridge, MA, Feb 10
4. Berlin, VT, Feb 9
6. Students – Update on Summer Internship
7. Treasurer's Report - $808.82
1. Just purchased 100 booklets from Health Care Now

8. New Business
9. Next meeting, February 27, 2019
Granite State PNHP 
Minutes, January 24, 2019

Attending:
Bruce Currie - retired elementary school teacher – bcurrie07@gmail.com
Ken Dolkart

Tarun Jella (Student)
Camilla Jones (by phone)
Donald Kollisch

Ahmed Kutty

Fred Portnoy (by phone)
Dixon Turner – Pediatrician from Portsmouth

Susan Zlotnick-Hale

1. Introductions

a. Bruce 

i. 1. “NH is a tough nut to crack, because of taxation issues”

ii. 2. Modern money theory (MMT) -  government spending is elastic,   and not always accountable (except for Soc Sec and Medicare)

b. Dixon  

i. 1. Concerned with “outrageous” cost of pharmaceuticals (example: ampules of epinephrine)
2.  Medicare for all is not good enough – it has be “Improved”    Medicare for all.
2. Minutes:  accepted as corrected

3. Legislative Affairs

a. Bills were reviewed

b. HB 180 and HB277 had hearings today, that were well-received

c. Meeting with Sen Hassan’s staffer was postponed

· Camilla would have said: “S1804 inadequate, somewhat because of the 4-year phase in.  Regarding special needs children, a Single-payer bill would give each child their own insurance, and would not access to Federal Katie Beckett Medicaid funds (which started in 1981) for disabled children.”

· Ahmed would have said: “National SP advocates may support a 4-year phase-in.  S1804 is inadequate in some regards.   Among other things, Katie Beckett funds were not addressed (but likely would be included).”

d. Meeting with Sen. Shaheen’s staffers by Susan and Tom.   Made a strong business case.  Gave lots of brochures.  The staffers took copious notes.
e. Ahmed: I am working on Annie Kuster

· Susan/Ahmed: she may trend towards being more progressive

· Ken: we should try again to meet with her

· Bruce: I spoke with her recently about “Paygo”, and Annie is strongly in support of this

f. Don:  HR676 is being revised.   There is pressure on Bernie to revise S.1804

g. Don and Tom:  WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO TO KEEP SINGLE-PAYER ON A FRONT BURNER DURING THE PRIMARY SEASON?

· Ken: We should aim to invite candidates to meet with PNHP
· Don: we should bird-dog

· Susan: Can we have a Health-care Forum with multiple candidates

· Ken: who would we partner with?  Perhaps NHBusiness Review

· Don: we should get a “quarterback” for primary visitors

· Susan: we should bird-dog Republicans as well as Democrats

· Don: I will reach out to Arnie Alpert to ask if he will do a Bird-dog training for PNHP

4. Speakers Bureau

a. Dixon: Tom spoke at Portsmouth Library to 40-50 people

b. Camilla – will speak to Medical Reserve Citizens Corps in March

c. Ken – speak to Grafton County Medical Society 1/31

d. Ahmed – Manchester Library wants a speaker 3/12

e. Ahmed – will speak at Wilton Library 2/6

5. Medicare-for-All "Barnstorms" - National Nurses United and Health Care Now - Feb 9-13
6. Students

a. Ken : Health Professional Summer Internships are available
7. Treasurer's Report - $808.82
a. I just purchased 100 booklets from Health Care Now

8. New Business

a. Dixon: I continue to remain active and interested

b. Don: how about having meetings at the Upper Valley, or in Portsmouth, or in Plymouth

· Don: I will try to set up a Medicine Grand Rounds with a Speaker from National PNHP (e.g. President Gaffney)
c. Susan: what happened with the  ACLU partnership?

i. Don: I’ll f/u and ask

9. Next meeting: February 27, 2019.

a. We may be able to have Sen. Hassan staffer attend 5:30-6:30
